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Camas checks out =" 


revamped library 


By TOM VOGT 
Columbian staff writer 


CAMAS — The grand opening is still 
scheduled for today, but the Camas Public 
Library squeezed in a not-so-grand open- 


ing Friday afternoon. 


With work crews still hauling in panel- 
ing, the library staff opened the doors to 
the public at 1 p.m. You might say the staff 
and patrons really wanted to check things 


out. 


They checked out some books, certain- 
ly, but they also checked out communica- 
tions systems and even the restrooms. 

“It’s like a ship. You like to take it out for 
a shakedown cruise,” Library Director 


David Zavortink said. 


_ “ts much easier to deal with these 
- things before the fact,” Zavortink said after 
' a plumbing crew responded to a problem 


in a women’s restroom. 


The library at 625 N.E. Fourth Ave. has 
been closed for a 20-month expansion and 


renovation project. The 


CAMAS National Guard Armory 
PUBLIC served as a temporary li- 
LIBRAR brary. 
IB Y The grand opening be- 
WHAT: oo with today’s 10 a.m. 
: ribbon cutting; opening 
aba ee ceremonies will be at 11 
m WHEN: a.m. There will be music, 
10.a.m.to presentations by local au- 
6 p.m. today thors and children’s activ- 
mw WHERE: ities until 6 p.m. 
625 N.E. Fourth The renovation was 
AVE. funded by a $7.9 million 
__ bond issue passed by Ca- 
mas voters in March 2000. The project ex- 


panded and updated a facility that was built 
a LIBRARY, page C5 


Ta 
JANET L. MATHEWS/The Columbian 
Sandy Pollack of Camas, right, a volunteer, sets 
up a display on Heart of Camas book cover 
design contest winners at the newly remodeled 
Camas Public Library. The grand opening is 
today. 


DID 
You 
KNOW 


The 
Camas 
Public 
Library used 
to have a jail 
cellin the 
basement? It 
dated back 
tothe 
building's 
role 60 years 


during the 
library 
renovation 
and the bars 
Now are part 
of a fence at 
the Two 
Rivers 
Heritage 
Museum in 
Washougal. 


Library: 


From page C1 


in 1940 as a combination ci 
hall and library. An L-sha 
addition houses a new young: 
adult section and a new area fo: 
adult fiction and periodical 
Some of the building's 63-year: 
old exterior walls now are par 
of the library’s interior h 


ways. 3 
The installation of panelin, 

Friday afternoon, on the eve o 

the grand opening, illustra 


7 


the difficulties of building:dur- 
ing an economic downturn, 
Zavortink said. 

“The panels are a month late 
because the original subcon- 
tractor went out of business,”, 
he said. “We were supposed to’ 
get our windows in July. That 
window company went out of 
business, and we got them in| 


August.” 
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